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The two met at Jones Beach Theater, where Merrie was an
usher for ten years and Michael served as an emergency medical
technician for both Jones Beach State Park and the FDNY. After
three months of dating, when Merrie returned from a trip to Las
Vegas she knew Michael was the one and did not want to be apart
from him again. On the morning of November 1, 2008, Merrie and
Michael decided to take a trip back to where they first met, Jones
Beach. Michael proposed to Merrie by writing “Will You Marry
Me?” in the sand. The newly engaged couple set their date for
October 4, 2009.

The couple decided to hold both their ceremony and reception
at the Westbury Manor after falling in love with the outdoor area.
Going along with the theme of their fall wedding, the outdoor area
was decorated with pumpkins, adding to the overall feel. “The
Westbury Manor had that old world charm that we fell in love
with,” shared Merrie. Michael sported a tuxedo from Foresto
Tuxedos while he watched his soon-to-be wife walk down the aisle
in a strapless fitted gown designed by Demetrios. “I loved it and still
love it and would walk around in it all day if I could,” reminisced
Merrie. “I wanted something different, unique and truly me, and it
was all of it.” Merrie’s nine bridesmaids wore strapless eggplant-
colored dresses while holding bouquets from Pedestals Floral
Decorators made up of orange and red fall tones along with orchids
decorated with crystals to add a little shimmer. Her maid of honor
wore a different style. Michael’s seven groomsmen and one best
man wore simple black tuxedos with metallic gray vests.

Following the ceremony, guests helped themselves to an
exquisite cocktail hour, which consisted of several carving stations,
lamb, and a fajita station. For dinner, guests had a choice between
seven entrees. Holding the position of executive assistant to Jason
Ellis of Top Tiers, Merrie was able to bake and design their wedding
cake. The flavor was carrot cake and alternated between tiers of
sour cream pound cake with lemon raspberry filling. “All our
guests raved about it and I have been getting orders ever since!”
commented Merrie. Along with the carrot wedding cake, guests
also enjoyed tartufo for dessert.

The DJ entertainment for the night was provided by Variety
Music DJ Entertainment. They played all hit songs throughout the
night that suited everyone’s tastes. Merrie and Michael shared their
first dance to “Lucky” by Jason Mraz and shared the traditional
father/daughter and mother/son dances with their parents. Paul
Chu captured the couple’s moments with great shots throughout
the night. He managed to be everywhere at once, and the couple
was extremely happy with working with him. “He was incredible,”
shared Merrie. “We didn’t even know he was there the entire night,
and he worked so hard to capture our greatest moments.”

At the end of the night, guests took home miniature banana
breads made by Merrie. The mini breads were placed in bakery loaf
boxes tied with a purple ribbon, with a little card attached with
decorative stamps that Merrie purchased from AC Moore.

When asked what Merrie’s favorite memory of the day was, she
responded being surrounded by all our family and friends. Michael
had to agree, “My favorite memory was bringing our family and
friends together to witness the memorable day.” Merrie is so
thankful to have a wonderful husband like Michael. When Merrie
was given the opportunity to work as a pastry chef in Paris for nine
months, Michael was so supportive and wanted Merrie to pursue
the dream she had always wanted. “He is the most amazing
husband and such an incredible individual,” Merrie exclaimed.
Merrie and Michael were the winners of Contemporary Bride’s
grand prize honeymoon sweepstakes to the Riu Palace Tropical Bay
in Negril, Jamaica.

Winners of Grand
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to Jamaica!

October 4, 2009
Westbury Manor

Westbury, NY

Ceremony & Reception Location:
Westbury Manor

Photography: 
Wedding Photography by Paul Chu

Entertainment: 
Variety Music DJ Entertainment

Florist: Pedestals Floral Decorators

Limousine: Camelot Specialty Limos

Bridal Salon: Burton’s Bridals

Headpiece/Veil: The Wedding Center

Formal Attire: Foresto Tuxedos

Cake Designer:
Designed by Bride with Top Tiers

Invitations: Costco.com

Favors: Handmade by Bride

Hair Salon: Bangz

As Featured in the Spring/Summer 2010 New Jersey Edition of Contemporary Bride Magazine

merrie_michael.qxd  8/13/10  12:13 PM  Page 1



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 200
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 200
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Cadmus MediaWorks settings for Acrobat Distiller 7.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


